MIMICRY

all the characters and the relevant
backgrounds. Some of his most
interesting excerpts were from
Biblical films of some years ago such
as the Ten Commandments and
Ben Hun The unmistakable voice of
Charlton Heston clearly emerged
from the background which included
the sound of trumpets, chariot
wheels, and the buzz of the great
multitude around.

All this was enthralling and I felt
very privileged to be given an
individual demonstration of this
fantastic art. I have never heard
anything like it and I don't expect to
hear anything comparable again.

But the thing which impressed me
most about this very remarkable man
was his supreme modesty, his
complete lack of showmanship and
his utter devotion to his art.

Dr. Venumadhav performs in
Telugu, Hindi, Urdu and English. For
me the performance was mainly in
excellent English but I was able to
conclude that there is nothing within
his range which he can't reproduce. I
asked him for example for his
impression of Lata Mangeshkar and
he readily, without hesitation,
produced that well-known sweet
voice which has entertained so many
people from the subcontinent over the
:>ast thirty years. It was uncanny. At
.he end of our meeting I was so spell
xmnd by all I had heard that all I
:ould say was "Fantastic" and so it
lad been, I went away like walking
Tom a dream and I could hardly
>elieve what I had heard.
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Noted Indian mimic
here on private visit

By A Staff Reporter

DON'T give Dr. N. Venumadhav
more than a second of your time.

If you do, you will see yourself
mimicking him.

For over 40 years,
Dr. Venumadhav has made mimicry
into a forceful medium of entertain-
ment and he has been impersonat-
ing anything and everyone.

No sound is too difficult for this
master of voice modulation and
inflexion.

Ten tanks firing at once, a dozen
World War II bombers sowing de-
struction, chariots grinding down at
breakneck speeds like in the movie
Ben Hur, or Othello bellowing his
rage and jealousy at Desdemona or
an orchestra rising to crescendo -
nothing is impossible for him to imi-
tate, with faultless accuracy.

Dr. Venumadhav, who comes
from the South Indian State of
Andhra Pradesh, is on a private visit
to Dubai. He has performed in ev-
ery major city of the world.

He mimics leaders, actors, in-
struments, birds and animals, poets
and writers and any miscellaneous
sound,

"Mimicry is oral, caricature is
visual," he fondly says.